
1. Can applicants provide direct technical assistance to government institutions via trainings, 
workshops and/or consultations? Should this technical assistance systematically involve local 
civil society representatives? Yes, NGO awardees can provide technical assistance to government 
institutions via trainings, workshops and consultations. Including local civil society 
representatives is not mandatory but highly encouraged.

2. Should the Evaluation Plan (NOFO p. 20) and Logic Model (NOFO p. 21) fit within two pages 
(Project Monitoring Plan, Attachments page 1-2)? Or can the logic model be included in the 
proposal narrative? The Evaluation Plan and Logic Model can be included in the proposal 
narrative.

3. On p.10 of the NOFO, it states "Must be registered in the country of operation". We are a 
U.S.-based NGO registered in the U.S. Could you please clarify what registration is required and 
at what point in the award process? A US-based NGO can submit a proposal. The project must be 
implemented in Costa Rica.

4. On p.12 of the NOFO, it states "If an organization plans to issue a sub-contract or sub-award, 
those sub-awardees must also have a unique entity number." Could you please clarify if proposed 
sub-awardees must have a UEI number at the time of proposal submission?

It is mandatory for all subrecipients to obtain a UEI. A recipient may not make a subaward to a 
subrecipient unless that subrecipient has obtained and provided to the recipient a UEI. A 
subrecipient is not required to be registered in SAM.gov. If the sub-awardee is not known at the 
time of the proposal, a UEI is not required, but will be before the sub-awardee can receive funds.

This requirement:

• does NOT apply to individuals.

• DOES apply to domestic and foreign organizations, including non-profit, for-profit, and 
educational institutions.

• DOES apply to Foreign Public Entities, including Public International Organizations and 
foreign governments.

• DOES apply to all Federal financial assistance, including assessed and voluntary contributions.



Subrecipients are not required to register in SAM.gov. However, this does not eliminate the 
requirement for the prime recipient to check SAM.gov and document that no active exclusions 
prevent the subrecipient organization from receiving Federal funding. Note that other vetting 
requirements described in the terms and conditions may apply.

5. On p.13 of the NOFO, section 8 "d) Page 5-7: Additional Optional Attachments" - Could a 
description of our organization's relevant experience be included as part of these attachments? Or 
these attachments can only include timeline information, letters of support and MOU/
agreements? The organization’s relevant experience can be attached to Section 8 d).

6. Does the project have to have a distinct component that addresses anti-corruption, in addition 
to activities that improve the provision of services? Or could a better provision of services be 
considered as a means to reduce the risk of corruption/improve government transparency? Anti-
corruption efforts are highly valuable, but not mandatory.

7. Similar to the above, Does a project focused on improving government responses to climate 
change (referenced on pg. 2 of the NOFO) also require a distinct anti-corruption component? 
Climate adaptability efforts are highly valuable, but not mandatory.

8. Can a UN Agency be the primary applicant, or is it necessary to be listed as a sub-grantee of a 
CSO?

If the UN Agency is a U.S. non-profit/non-governmental organization (NGOs) having a 501(c)
(3) status with the IRS, a non-U.S.-based NGO, a U.S. or non U.S.-based public and private 
institutions of higher education, it can be the primary applicant.

9. Are foundations considered CSOs?

If the foundation is a U.S. non-profit/non-governmental organization (NGOs) having a 501(c)(3) 
status with the IRS, a non-U.S.-based NGO, a U.S. or non U.S.-based public and private 
institutions of higher education, it can be the primary applicant.

10. In the NOFO it is stated that: "These proposals will assist or complement central/local/
municipal government efforts to increase and improve services". However, it is also stated that: 



"Proposals cannot provide direct support to the central, regional, or municipal governments of 
Costa Rica". Hence, it is not clear if we can propose to work with local governments. Could you 
kindly clarify these two opposite arguments? Yes, applicants can propose to work with 
governments at the federal or municipal level; however, CARSI awards do not go directly to 
government institutions as direct grantees.

11. XXXX has scheduled a meeting with XXXX (government institution) to explore cooperation 
possibilities. Can we propose them to work together in the intervention we are preparing for 
CARSI 2022, considering the previous opposite statements? Applicants can propose to work 
directly with government institutions through training programs; however no funding can go 
directly to any government institution and/or pay for salaries or travel of any government agency 
employee, as long as they qualify as per applicant’s NOFO requirements.

12. The first question concerns the NCAGE/CAGE code and the Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) 
number. These are a requirement for the company applying for the fund. Is this also required in 
case of cost sharing for a second party? If an organization plans to issue a sub-contract or sub-
award, those sub-awardees must have a Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) Number. Please see 
answer to question number 4.

13. The second question relates to the necessity of a DUNS number. The requirement of such a 
number was denied in the document "CARSI NOFO 2022 FINAL" in section 4 paragraph 3 
(“Note: As of April 2022, a DUNS number is no longer required.”). However, in the Excel 
document "Attachment 1 - Budget Guidance and Template for New Awards (FY2022)" you 
provided, it does clearly ask for for the number on the first sheet "Budged Guideline" under 
paragraph 36 "Contractual" (“(…) registered organizations and acquire a DUNS numbers (…)”). 
In order to be eligible to receive an award, all organizations must have a UEI number issued and 
a valid registration on www.SAM.gov. As of April 2022, a DUNS number is no longer required.

14. Could you give us a short explanation of the circumstances under which a DUNS number is 
required or not? In order to be eligible to receive an award, all organizations must have a UEI 
number issued and a valid registration on www.SAM.gov. As of April 2022, a DUNS number is 
no longer required.



15. Hi! Our company has not achieved the UEI, can you help us? That is not a process the 
Embassy can help with. We strongly recommend applicants to reach out to SAM.gov help desk 
for assistance in registering and obtaining the UEI number.

16. How can we access to the programs outside the central area, San José, we are an association 
of art, trying to give access to the arts to population in social danger in 5he South of Costa Rica? 
The program prioritizes proposals that will impact communities outside the Central Valley. 
Please remember that the focus of the program is improved governance.

17. What happens if the sub-awardees do not have the NCAGE and UEI by the time of the 
submission? But the main awardee does have it. Before a sub-awardee can receive funding from 
the main awardee will need to have an UEI, you as the principal awardee will be required to 
ensure that number as part of the Terms and Conditions of the contract. We funded awards where 
the sub awardees are unknown by the time of submitting the proposal, in this case, that’s a 
process that can happen later. However, if you know who specifically your sub awardees are and 
you can include those details in the proposal, even better, otherwise we just need to ensure these 
sub awardees have it before the US funds get directed from your organization to the sub awardee.

18. Can a UN Agency be the primary applicant, or is it necessary to be listed as a sub-grantee of 
a CSO? If the UN Agency is a U.S. non-profit/non-governmental organization (NGOs) having a 
501(c)(3) status with the IRS, a non-U.S.-based NGO, a U.S. or non U.S.-based public and 
private institutions of higher education, it can be the primary applicant.

19. Hello! On p.10 of the NOFO, it states "Must be registered in the country of operation". We 
are a U.S.-based NGO registered in the U.S. Could you please clarify what registration is 
required and at what point in the award process? We defer to the applicant to determine which 
registration is required depending on the country in which they are designated as a non-profit 
organization and where they are seeking to operate. For example, if an NGO is based in Costa 
Rica and is seeking to implement activities in-country they would need to be officially registered 
in Costa Rica at the time of submission to ensure eligibility. However, it is the responsibility of 
the applicant to determine what requirements for in-country registration are applicable to them 
and their sub-grantees (if any).

20. Hello, to give some context to my previous question about UN eligibility, here is the 
language of the NOFO which we have found unclear: "A consortium of non-profits can apply 
together as long as there is one lead organization submitting the proposal, and public 
international organizations." The UN is a public international organization, but could you please 



clarify if they can apply independently (as the primary applicant) or only through a consortium 
with non-profits (as a sub-applicant)? A PIO is be eligible to apply and serve as primary applicant 
as long as they meet all the requirements (received prior USG funding, etc.)

21. So to be clear. These proposals are submitted by local governments or organizations only? 
These proposals are submitted by non-profit organizations and academic institutions only.

22. Can you mention some examples of previous proposals? What were the focus of this 
proposal? Thank you! Two recent examples are working with the Ministry of Finance to improve 
transparency of public procurement, by creating a software that provides reports to the public. 
We have worked with multiple organizations that support the work of ASADAS.

23. I have a program that aims to bring access to internet and knowledge in Earth Observation 
Data for an indigenous community in Talamanca, can this proposal be submitted for this 
funding? Thank you for this opportunity! We cannot take questions about whether the proposals 
are good ideas or not. But we can say that we can to make sure that these proposals strengthen 
the government ability to solve or improve services for indigenous communities.

24. The letters generated with our partner institutions that we want to work with CARSI, must 
they be issued in English? How many letters can we attach? These letters can be in Spanish. You 
are welcomed to submit as many letters as possible, but we encourage you to focus on the main 
partners that will support the projects and how they are willing to partner with your organization 
throughout the project.

25. Are overhead costs acceptable? Yes, indirect costs are part of any proposal.

26. Hi! We have problems registering our organization in SAM.GOV since the address (location) 
doesnt match with the NCAGE adress, however, we cant type SAM adress in NCAGE because it 
doesnt fit. We recommend you filling out the NCAGE address first, as this one has fewer space 
and then fill out the SAM.gov address with the smaller version.

27. Hi there, thank you for holding this session-does the project need to have a distinct 
component that addresses anti-corruption, in addition to activities that improve the provision of 
services? Or could a better provision of services be considered as a means to reduce the risk of 



corruption/improve government transparency? Proposals does not have to have a specific anti-
corruption focus. It can be any program that improve governance.

28. We are in Solar Industry, looking for contribute to reduce the financial costs, in order to 
reactive the Costa Rican economic. Do we have any opportunity to apply for our projects? 
Eligible organizations are only U.S. non-profit/non-governmental organization (NGOs) having a 
501(c)(3) status with the IRS, a non-U.S.-based NGO, a U.S. or non U.S.-based public and 
institutions of higher education.

29. Costa Rica companies in the technological area can access to these funds. Eligible 
organizations are only U.S. non-profit/non-governmental organization (NGOs) having a 501(c)
(3) status with the IRS, a non-U.S.-based NGO, a U.S. or non U.S.-based public and institutions 
of higher education.

30. Public Universities’ initiatives are eligible for these funds? Yes, institutions of higher 
education are eligible entities.


